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The Battle of Franklin Trust
In 2009, The Battle of Franklin Trust was formed to operate and manage two of Franklin’s most historic homes including Carnton Plantation and The Carter House in order to bring life to the story.  The Trust works on behalf of Franklin’s battlefield sights to contribute a greater understanding and enrich the visitor experience of the November 30, 1864 Battle of Franklin during the American Civil War.  The Trust was organized to for the charitable and educational purposes of preserving, restoring, maintaining and interpreting the properties, artifacts and documents related to the battle, so as to preserve an important part of our nation’s history.

History

The Carter House, built in 1830 by Fountain Branch Carter, is located at the epicenter of one of the bloodiest battles of the Civil War on November 30, 1864. This Registered Historic Landmark has been open to the public since 1953 and serves as a memorial to The Carter Family, as well as the countless heroes of the Battle of Franklin.

During the five hours of fighting, The Carter Family took refuge in their basement.  Twenty-three men, women and children (many under the age of 12) were safely protected while the horrible cries of war rang out above them.  The head of the family, Fountain Branch Carter, a 67-year old widower, had seen 3 of his sons fight for the Confederacy.  One son, Theodrick (Tod), was serving as an aid for General T.B. Smith on the battlefield and saw his home for the first time in 3.5 years.  Crying out, "Follow me boys, I'm almost home," Captain Tod Carter was mortally wounded and died 2 days later at The Carter House, his home.  

The modest brick home was commandeered to be used as the Federal Command Post while the Carter family, and two neighboring families, including the Lotz family, took refuge in the basement. At 4 p.m. on November 30, 1864, General John Bell Hood gave the order for the Confederate Army of Tennessee CSA to attack the breastworks held by the Federal troops in Franklin. The battle that ensued in now being called ‘the Gettysburg of the West.” The evidence of this battle remains with more than 1,000 bullet holes remaining on the site, including the farm, which is officially known as the most bullet-damaged building that remains standing from the entire Civil War.  
Prologue to Franklin
The small town of Franklin, Tennessee had been a Federal (Union) military post since the fall of Nashville in early 1862.  Late in the summer of 1864, Confederate President Jefferson Davis replaced commander Joseph E. Johnston with John Bell Hood.  General Hood, a graduate of the U.S. Military Academy and known for his superb record with his "Texas Brigade," suffered from a withered arm and amputated leg (resulting from previous wounds).  Hood begins to formulate his 
"Tennessee Campaign of 1864" with the main objective to retake Nashville in hopes that  Sherman would withdraw his infamous march to the sea and perhaps take pressure off of Robert E. Lee's besieged army in Virginia.

Under Hood's command, The Army of Tennessee moved up through Georgia, Alabama, crossed the Tennessee River, and then entered Tennessee.  November 30, 1864 had been a beautiful Indian summer day.  At dawn, the Confederate Army marched north from Spring Hill, Tennessee in pursuit of fleeing Federal forces.  General Hood was determined to destroy the Federal Army before it reached Nashville.

The Battle of Franklin has been called the bloodiest five hours of the American Civil War.

"(Franklin) is the blackest page in the history of the War of the Lost Cause.  It was the bloodiest battle of modern times in any war.  It was the finishing stroke to the Independence of the Southern Confederacy.  I was there.  I saw it."  --Sam Watkins, 1st Tennessee Infantry
Franklin was one of the few night battles in the Civil War. The main battle began around 4:00 pm and wound down around 9:00 pm.  It was also one of the smallest battlefields of the war (2 miles by 4 1/2 miles).

After the battle, like so many homes in Franklin, the parlor of The Carter House was converted into a Confederate field hospital and witnessed many surgeries and amputations.  

In the spring of 1866, the McGavock Family of Franklin donated 2 acres near their home, Carnton, to establish a Confederate Cemetery where 1,496 soldiers are laid to rest.
Guided Tours at The Carter House

The Carter House is shown by guided tour. The first tour of the day is usually at 9:30 a.m. and the last is at 4:00 p.m. Each tour lasts about one hour. We do not have a specific tour schedule, but typically you will not have to wait more than 30 minutes for a tour after your arrival. On fall and spring weekday mornings, you may want to call before you come because school groups often visit those days. We will offer tours but they may be slightly delayed. 

Your admission includes a brochure featuring a map and information about the grounds and outbuildings which you may explore on your own.
Special Events
The Carter House hosts numerous events throughout the year ranging from Candlelight Tours, to historic battle reenactment events such as “Blue & Gray Days.”  There are even summer events for the “future” solider in mind, such as Military Children’s Camp, where kids (ages 6-13) will have a fun, enjoyable atmosphere learning what life was like 150 years ago. 
Hours of Operation
Monday thru Saturday- 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Sunday- 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.
Adults: $12.00

Seniors (over 65):  $10.00

Children 6-12:  $5.00

Grounds tour only: $5.00
The Battle of Franklin Trust now offers a joint ticket for admission to both Carnton Plantation and The Carter House for $20 which is a $4 savings.  That joint ticket also provides a discount of $2 off admission to the Lotz House, located across the street from The Carter House.
Please call for group and school rates

Call 615.791.1861 if you need help along the way
For More Information
1140 Columbia Avenue

Franklin, TN. 37065

615.791.1861 or visit www.carterhouse1864.com
The Carter House was purchased by the State of Tennessee in 1951 and first opened to the public in 1953. Today a Registered Historic Landmark, the house is dedicated to all Americans who fought in this battle.
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