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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
October 5, 2010

Battle of Franklin Trust Announces Launch of
“CARNTON” FEATURING THE PHOTOGRAPHS OF BRUCE WOLF WITH FOREWARD BY ROBERT HICKS

FRANKLIN- The Battle of Franklin Trust and the Carnton Plantation Association are marking the 150th anniversary of the Civil War with the release of “Carnton” featuring the photographs of Bruce Wolf with foreward by Robert Hicks, a hardbound book considered to be the most in-depth distinguished photographic journey ever taken through the historic plantation. 

“Carnton” not only realizes the emotion of visiting the plantation, but also captures the historical significance of the property through 120 pages filled with photographs by Bruce Wolf, a renowned photographer whose images have graced the pages of Architectural Digest, Vogue, Elle and others. 
These incredible images are in juxtaposition to the struggle that took place during and after the five-hour battle that led to the death, harm or disappearance of nearly 10,000 American Civil War soldiers. “Carnton” is the complete story of Carnton Plantation—the house, the garden and cemeteries—artistically told through the lens of Wolf.  The splendor of the interior of the house pays tribute to the lifestyle of the Civil War era.  As the pages turn, so do the many spectacular seasons of the garden and plantation.
In addition, New York Times Bestselling Author Robert Hicks shares his knowledge and passion of Carnton Plantation throughout this vivid journey.  His insight into Carnton inspires the reader to take a closer look at the many details of the house, the architecture, the furnishings, fine arts and the Confederate Cemetery.
Hicks’ interest in this historic landmark has played a pivotal role in Carnton’s restoration and rise to national recognition.  In 2005, his passion for the Battle of Franklin and the plantation led to his first novel, “The Widow of the South,” a New York Times Bestseller, recounting the story of Carrie McGavock and Carnton’s place in history as a hospital during the days and weeks following the battle.  Both Wolf and Hicks use their talents to fully capture the magnificent home, furnishings and grounds that have such historical value.
“Carnton” will be available on Nov. 1 and can be purchased for $24.95. All proceeds from the sales will benefit the Battle of Franklin Trust which manages Carnton Plantation and The Carter House.  This photographic journey, published by the Battle of Franklin Trust, is generously sponsored by BancorpSouth and can be picked up at Carnton Plantation, The Carter House, Landmark Books and several other locations throughout Franklin.  McQuiddy Classic printed the 120 page book.
Carnton Plantation, originally owned by John and Carrie McGavock, holds a special place in history as a hospital during the days and weeks that followed the Battle of Franklin on November 30, 1864.  Close to 10,000 American soldiers were killed, wounded, captured or counted as missing during the five hour battle.  Nearly 7,000 out of the 10,000 were Confederate soldiers.  
During the battle and throughout that tragic November night, the McGavock family nursed the wounded.  Carnton served as the largest field hospital in the area for hundreds of wounded and dying Confederate soldiers.    Bloodstains from generals killed during the battle still mar several rooms throughout the household.  Two years later, the McGavocks donated two acres of land adjacent to their family cemetery as a final resting place for nearly 1,500 Confederate soldiers killed during the Battle of Franklin.  The McGavock couple maintained the cemetery until their respective deaths.  Today, the McGavock Confederate Cemetery is a memorial for those fallen soldiers and the Battle of Franklin. 
The Battle of Franklin Trust is a 501 (c) 3 management corporation acting on behalf of Franklin’s battlefield sites to contribute to a greater understanding and enrich the visitor experience of the November 30, 1864 battle. It’s organized for the charitable and educational purposes of preserving, restoring, maintaining and interpreting the properties, artifacts and documents related to the battle so as to preserve an important part of the nation’s history. Learn more at www.battleoffranklintrust.org or call (615) 786-1864.
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The Carter House and Carnton Plantation




